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Gospels in the Greek, and the Old Testament in the
Hebrew. They went back to religious antiquity, as
the learned of the Renaissance had gone back to pro-
fane antiquity. They believed they were only engaged
in a restoration.

But the pretended restoration could not be brought
about without a general confusion; if all that had
been established by the church during those fifteen
centuries had been an alteration, everything must be
overthrown. In fact the reformers rejected all the doc-
trines and all the customs which were not found in the
Gospels: purgatory, the doctrines of the merits of the
saints, and of indulgences, the authority of the pope
and of the bishops, the celibacy of the priests, the con-
vents, the masses, the pictures, the ornaments of the
church, the processions, the worship of the saints and
of the virgin, the relics, the pilgrimages, and the
greater part of the sacraments.

The ancient religion, founded upon tradition, was
to be destroyed. In its place they established, without
being aware of it, a new religion founded upon an
interpretation of the Scriptures. Of ancient Catho-
licism they preserved hardly anything but the beliefs;
they allowed almost nothing to remain of the organiza-
tion, of the worship, and of the practices of the early
church.

The Reformation suppressed the clergy, pope, bish-
ops, priests and monks; the pastors, charged with
teaching the word of God, did not at all resemble the
priests; they married, lived among the laity and did not
form a separate class. The Reformation suppressed
the mass, the liturgy in Latin, and the processions.